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Comments on Policy GS4 

 
Please fill this part of the form out for each comment you make. 
 

Name or Organisation:  Dartford Borough Council 

 
Which part of the Stone Neighbourhood Plan does this comment relate to? 
 

Page 24 Policy Number GS4 and 
supporting text 

Figure 
Number 

3 

 
Do you support, object or wish to comment on this plan? (Please place a cross in one 
box) 
 

Support  Support with 
modifications 

 Object X Have comments  

 
Please give details of the reasons for your support/objection or make other comments in the 
box below. If objecting, please give details of the grounds for your objection. Please be as 
precise as possible. 
 

The Council objects to the designation of the St Clements Way buffer.  The policy refers to 
it as open space and a green buffer.  However, it mainly comprises enclosed hardstanding 
with no public access.  There is an acoustic fence and landscaping included as part of the 
recently completed highways scheme along the eastern and southern boundaries of the 
site.  The objection is based on the grounds set out below. 

 It is not in accordance with national policy as: 
i. it does not meet the Local Green Space criteria set out in paragraph 100 of the 

National Planning Policy Framework, a fact which is recognised in the supporting 
text to the policy; and 

ii. there is insufficient evidence to justify its designation as an existing open space 
which should be protected under paragraph 97 of National Planning Policy 
Framework 

 It does not comply with the Dartford Local Plan as it contravenes policies and would 
restrict necessary sustainable development, see policies CS10 (Housing 
Provision),CS11 (Housing Delivery) and CS21 (Community Services) in the adopted 
Dartford Core Strategy 2011.  It has since been identified as a site suitable for 
development (known as ref 117 Greenhithe Car Park, South of Steele Avenue, 
Greenhithe) in the Council’s Brownfield Land Register – see 
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/by-category/environment-and-planning2/new-planning-
homepage/planning-policy/brownfield-land-register. 

 As part of work on the new Dartford Local Plan which has reached Regulation 19 
publication stage, the site has been identified in the new SHLAA 2021 as suitable for 
residential development during the plan period to 2037 – see pages 18 and 55 of the 
SHLAA report at 
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1107255/SHLAA-2020-21-
Findings-PublicA.pdf and page 104 of the SHLAA compendium at 
https://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/Strategic%20Housing%20Availability%20Assess
ment%20Sites%20Summary%20Compendium%202020-21.pdf.  The Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) refers to plans being developed by the Clinical Commissioning 

https://www.dartford.gov.uk/by-category/environment-and-planning2/new-planning-homepage/planning-policy/brownfield-land-register
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/by-category/environment-and-planning2/new-planning-homepage/planning-policy/brownfield-land-register
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1107255/SHLAA-2020-21-Findings-PublicA.pdf
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1107255/SHLAA-2020-21-Findings-PublicA.pdf
https://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/Strategic%20Housing%20Availability%20Assessment%20Sites%20Summary%20Compendium%202020-21.pdf
https://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/Strategic%20Housing%20Availability%20Assessment%20Sites%20Summary%20Compendium%202020-21.pdf
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Group, GP practices and Kent County Council for a new primary care facility on this 
site – see page 9 of the IDP at 
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1082711/Dartford-
Infrastructure-Delivery-Plan-December-2020.pdf.  Taking the SHLAA and the IDP 
together, it is considered that the site would be suitable for a mixed use development 
comprising residential and a health facility.  The need for a primary care facility in the 
Stone to Greenhithe area is also recognised in Diagram 2 (Infrastructure Diagram) of 
the Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Dartford Local Plan 2021 – see page 29 of the Pre-
Submission Local Plan at 
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1107052/Final-Publication-
Plan.pdf. 

 

 
If relevant, please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Plan able to 
proceed. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording. Please 
be as precise as possible. 
 

Policy GS4, its supporting text and all references to the policy should be deleted from the 
plan. 

 

 
The majority of examinations are expected to be through written representations. The 
Examiner will decide if there is a need for a hearing. Please place a cross in the 
appropriate box to indicate whether you would like to participate in the hearing. 
 

No, I do not wish to participate 
at a hearing 

 
 Yes, I wish to participate in 

a hearing 
X 

 
If a hearing is required, please outline why you consider that your participation is 
necessary. 
 

The Council would prefer the issue to be dealt with via written representations.  However, 
should the Examiner decide that a hearing is necessary in relation to this issue, the 
Council would wish to attend to explain the national and local policy position. 

 

 
 
 
 

  

https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1082711/Dartford-Infrastructure-Delivery-Plan-December-2020.pdf
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1082711/Dartford-Infrastructure-Delivery-Plan-December-2020.pdf
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1107052/Final-Publication-Plan.pdf
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1107052/Final-Publication-Plan.pdf
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Comments on Policy H2 

 
Please fill this part of the form out for each comment you make. 
 

Name or Organisation:  Dartford Borough Council 

 
Which part of the Stone Neighbourhood Plan does this comment relate to? 
 

Page 36 Policy Number H2 and 
supporting text 

Figure 
Number 

 

 
Do you support, object or wish to comment on this plan? (Please place a cross in one 
box) 
 

Support  Support with 
modifications 

X Object  Have comments  

 
Please give details of the reasons for your support/objection or make other comments in the 
box below. If objecting, please give details of the grounds for your objection. Please be as 
precise as possible. 
 

The policy and supporting text have been amended by the Parish Council to reflect 
previous comments and suggestions by the Borough Council.  However, the Council 
considers that further amendments to the supporting text and policy wording are required 
to more accurately reflect how the Council’s Housing Allocations policy applies.  It should 
be noted that not all applicants will meet the local connection policy as there are 
circumstances where this may be waived.  All applicants on the current register in bands 
A-D are eligible to bid on a property of their choice anywhere in the Borough. 
 

 
If relevant, please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Plan able to 
proceed. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording. Please 
be as precise as possible. 
 

Change supporting text to policy H2 to read: 
 
Dartford Borough Council's current Housing Allocations Policy includes "local connection 
eligibility criteria" for applicants applying to Kent Homechoice and bidding for council 
housing and affordable rented housing requirements for the allocation of affordable rented 
housing provided on new developments under Dartford Core Strategy policy CS19 and 
Development Policies Plan policy DP9. 
 
Change policy H2 to read: 
 
Local housing – Affordable rented homes provided in accordance with development plan 
policy should be made available to eligible applicants on the Council’s housing 
registerthose who satisfy the “local connection” requirements of Dartford Borough 
Council’s Housing Allocations Policy. 
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The majority of examinations are expected to be through written representations. The 
Examiner will decide if there is a need for a hearing. Please place a cross in the 
appropriate box to indicate whether you would like to participate in the hearing. 
 

No, I do not wish to participate 
at a hearing 

X 
 Yes, I wish to participate in 

a hearing 
 

 
If a hearing is required, please outline why you consider that your participation is 
necessary. 
 

The Council does not consider that this matter would need to be considered at a hearing. 
 

 
 
 


